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AIIS organized a double panel called “AIIS Showcases New Research on Adivasi and Labor Politics in India:
Cultural History Meets Political Economy” on Saturday March 29, 2014 at the Association for Asian Studies
meetings in Philadelphia. The panel, which was organized by Professor Priti Ramamurthy (University of
Washington), brought together several recent AIIS junior fellows, presenting the results of their dissertation research
in India, and was chaired by Professor Christian Novetzke (University of Washington).
This double panel sought to transcend the natureculture binary by putting "cultural studies" into conversation with
"political economy." It did so by taking exemplars of each approach in South Asian studies and crossfertilizing
them. In this panel, the politics and history of “tribal” peoples, frequently taken to be the exclusive domain of
cultural studies, met labor politics and history, typically seen as the sole preserve of political economists. For the
panelists working on adivasis and labor alike, the effort here was to begin a conversation that cuts across the
dichotomies between the material and the discursive, and ultimately, between nature and culture.
The agenda was as follows:
Session Organizers: Uday Chandra (Max Planck Institute) and Pankhuree Dube (Emory University)
Part I:
Kol, Coolie, Colonial Subject: A Hidden History of Caste and the Making of Modern Bengal (Uday Chandra)
From Vagrant to Industrious Settled Laborer: Adivasi Labor in the Central Provinces, 18711911 (Pankhuree Dube)
Demand the Possible? Trade Unionism and Left Politics in Colonial Bombay (Ninad Pandit)
Discussant: Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay (Centre for Studies in the Social Sciences)
Part II:
Reordering Histories: Tana Readings of Their Past (Sangeeta Dasgupta)
The Traces of Masculinity? Reading Material Practices of GenderMaking in Kolkata (Saikat Maitra)
Ethnic Other: Crisis of Citizenship and Belonging in Northeast India (Urmitapa Dutta)
Discussant: Saurabh Dube (El Colegio de México)


The Joseph W. Elder Prize in the Indian Social Sciences has been awarded to Lisa Bjorkman for her manuscript,

The Edward C. Dimock Prize in the Indian Humanities has been awarded to Jessica Marie Falcone for her
manuscript, .
 is a political
ethnography about the encounter in Mumbai between liberalizing market
reforms and the materiallydense politics of urban infrastructure. Taking
water both as a material instantiation of power and authority, as well as a
resource whose distribution is worthy of attention in its own right, the
book explores the political, social, and infrastructural practices that
produce and inhibit flows of water through the growing and globalizing
city. In contemporary Mumbai, water is made to flow by means of intimate
forms of knowledge and ongoing interventions into the city’s complex and
dynamic hydraulic landscape. The everyday work of getting water
animates and inhabits a penumbra of infrastructural activity – of business,
brokerage, secondary markets, and sociopolitical networks – whose
workings are reconfiguring and rescaling political authority in the city.
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Mumbai’s increasinglyillegible and volatile hydrologies, the book argues, are lending infrastructures increasing
political salience just as actual control over pipes and flows becomes contingent upon dispersed and intimate
assemblages of knowledge, power, and material authority. ‘Pipe politics’ refers to the new arenas of contestation
that Mumbai’s water infrastructures animate – contestations that reveal the illusory and precarious nature of an elite
driven project to remake Mumbai in the image Shanghai or Singapore, and gesture instead towards the highly
contested futures and possibilities of the actuallyexisting city.
 provides deep insight into the Mumbai elite’s dream to create a “world class city” by deliberately ignoring
the structural flaws in this dream. Water is one commodity that richly illustrates this most visibly in the public
sphere. This book is at the forefront in drawing scholarly attention to the increasing disconnect between urban necessity
like water and the expansion of buildings in urban India.
Lisa Björkman is a political ethnographer currently based at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and
Ethnic Diversity in Göttingen, Germany. Her research sits at the intersection of three broad themes: India’s urban
transformations and the material politics of citymaking; the production of sociocultural, spatial, and political
economic inclusions and exclusions; and new arenas of political mobilization, contestation and brokerage. Her
current project builds on her earlier research on Mumbai’s water infrastructures to explore the multiple and
contesting iterations and imaginations of urban ‘development’ operative in contemporary urban India. Lisa received
a Ph.D. in Politics from the New School for Social Research in 2011. Lisa Bjorkman was an AIIS junior fellow in
India in 20082009.

activists who tireless protested against the Maitreya Project.


 by 
examines the controversial plans
and practices of the Maitreya Project, which has
long endeavored to offer a multimillion dollar
"gift" of the world's biggest statue to India. Due to
the Maitreya Project’s effort to forcibly acquire
750acres of occupied land for their statue park in
the Kushinagar area of Uttar Pradesh, the Buddhist
statue planners have run into obstacle after
obstacle, including a fullscale grassroots resistance
movement working to “Save the Land.” In telling
the “life story” of the proposed statue, Professor
Falcone sheds light on the aspirations, values and
practices of both the Buddhists working to
construct the statue, as well as the Indian farmer

Since the majority of the supporters of the Maitreya Project are nonheritage converts to Tibetan Buddhism, the
book narrates the spectacular collision of cultural values between small agriculturalists in rural India and
transnational Buddhists hailing from Portland to Pretoria. Thus, an ethnography of a future statue of the Maitreya
Buddha (himself the “future Buddha”) quite unexpectedly becomes a story about divergent, competing visions of
Kushinagar’s potential futures.  traces power, faith and hope through the axes of
globalization, transnational religion, and rural grassroots activism in South Asia.
The topic explored in  is timely insofar as it engages with a distinctive phenomenon that
has emerged of late with immense political and emotional charge as gigantic devotional figures begin to dot India’s
urban highways and mountaintops. The polished narrative will move and disarm readers with the author’s own
shifting perceptions and the unfolding of her personal investment and involvement in the project.
Jessica Marie Falcone is currently an assistant professor of Anthropology at Kansas State University, where she
teaches anthropology courses about South Asia, religion, futurity, the arts and expressive cultures. Having obtained
an undergraduate degree from New College of Florida and an MA in development anthropology from George
Washington University, she received her doctorate in Anthropology from Cornell University in 2010. She has
published ethnographic research about various dimensions of South Asian cultural experience: grassroots activism in
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India; notions of cultural citizenship in the Tibetan Diaspora in India; collegiate GujaratiAmerican dance
competitions; Hindutva summer camps in the United States; and SikhAmerican activism in the immediate
aftermath of 9/11. She is currently conducting research about Buddhist religious practice in virtual worlds, such as
Second Life. Professor Falcone was an AIIS junior fellow in India in 20052006.


The AIIS Board of Trustees admitted three new member institutions since the last edition of DAK appeared in the
summer of 2013: Bucknell University, the University of Houston and the University of Kansas. There are now 79
member institutions in the consortium.
 seeks to foster in its students an
understanding of different cultures and diverse
perspectives, including through courses and programs
centering on India. Bucknell offers undergraduate
courses dealing with India specifically and in a
comparative framework taught by faculty in the
Departments of Religion, International Relations,
Women’s and Gender Studies, Anthropology,
Political Science, Philosophy and Comparative
Humanities. Bucknell has been especially active in
sending students to India through short and longterm
study abroad programs. Bucknell anticipates that
membership in AIIS will facilitate its efforts to
enhance faculty development, increase academic
offerings on India, promote faculty research, and
advance student and faculty research and study in
India. Faculty include: former AIIS fellow Karline
McLain who specializes in South Asian religions.
Her first book,  
(Indiana University Press
2009), for which she won the AIIS Book Prize in
2007, examined India’s most beloved comic book
series, Amar Chitra Katha; former AIIS Bengali
language student Jason Cons, who teaches in the
International Relations Department. He specializes
in the study of borders and state formation in South
Asia (Bangladesh and India), international
development, humanitarianism, ethnography,
agrarian change, and contemporary and classical
social theory. His research centers on impoverished
and landless rural populations in a nearconstant state
of flux between the borders of Bangladesh and India;
and Susan Reed, who has appointments in both the
Women’s and Gender Studies and the Anthropology
Departments. She specializes in the study of dance
and performance, gender, ethnicity and nationalism,
and religion and ritual in South Asia.
The India Studies Program at the 
 was established in September 2011 and is
situated in the Comparative Cultural Studies
Department in the College of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences. It offers an interdisciplinary minor that
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promotes teaching and scholarship in the history,
politics, economics, languages, religions, and cultures
of India. Through its crossdisciplinary approach,
students can craft a program of coursework that
aligns with their personal and professional interests.
Courses for Spring 2014 include:Cultures of India,
Global Hinduism, Introduction to Asian American
Studies, Asian American Cultures, Transnational
Migration and Global Trends, Literatures of the Non
Western World, Modern India since 1900: Society,
Culture, Religion, Politics, Introduction to the
Government and Politics of India, Introduction to
Buddhism, Introduction to Asian Religions,
Sociology of India, and Indian Cinema: Bollywood
and Beyond. In October 2014, former AIIS junior
fellow Jon Keune, who holds a twoyear appointment
at the University of Houston, is organizing a oneday
oncampus symposium on the. This
symposium will invite academics in India Studies to
examine the text through the lens of Houston’s
diasporic IndoAmerican community; participants
can observe Houston’s 8,000+ person festival and
performance during their stay. The India Studies
Program is also partnering with the Menil
Collection’s upcoming fall 2014 exhibition
“Experiments with Truth: Gandhi and Images of
Nonviolence.” Other collaborations are in planning
stages with the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, and
Blaffer Art Museum. In addition to academic and
curricular activities, The university will offer a study
abroad program during the December 2014  January
2015 Winter term, through which University of
Houston students will visit Mumbai, New Delhi,
Varanasi, Khajuraho, Jodhpur, and other important
cultural and historic sites.
 has an active and growing
South Asian Studies Program. The University’s
faculty do research and offer undergraduate and
graduate courses that concentrate on the study of
India, or have substantial components about India, in
the fields of Anthropology, Art History, Dance,
Religion, and in the School of Architecture, Design

& Planning, the School of Business, the School of
Engineering, and the School of Social Welfare.
Course offerings include three levels of courses in
Hindi from Beginning through Advanced, Popular
Cultures of India, Art & Politics in South Asia,
Topics in Religious Studies: Hindu Epics, Past and
Present. In addition, the University also has a K12
outreach program. It also operates several study
abroad programs in India such as: Study Abroad to
South India, Summer Hindi Language and Culture of
India, Winter Study Abroad to India in Social

Welfare, Winter Study Abroad to South India in
Business Marketing, and a new program, a Winter
Study Abroad in Cultural Heritage of India is also
being planned. The University’s Center for Global
and International Studies also hosts programs such as
a Global Food for Thought Lecture Series where
former AIIS junior fellow and current University of
Kansas assistant professor Hamsa Stainton presented
a paper on “The Mahābhārata Today: Insights from
the Great War of Ancient India.”





In the spring of 2013, AIIS established a task force to update its Manual on Sexual Harassment and Assault as well
as the AIIS AntiSexual Harassment Policy. The task force consisted of Amrita Basu (Amherst College), Chair,
Rebecca Manring (Indiana University), Purnima Mehta (AIISIndia), Elise Auerbach (AIISUSA), Lalita Du Perron
(University of Wisconsin) and Neelima ShuklaBhatt (Wellesley College). The task force solicited comments from
former AIIS fellows and language students, examined the policies of organizations like the Peace Corps, and also
examined new laws being put into place and considered in India to address a number of serious recent incidents of
sexual assault. Additionally, it collected information about Indian NGOs that can provide assistance to those who
have experienced harassment or assault. During the spring and summer, the task force finalized the revised Manual
and Policy. The first section of the manual discussesprecautionary measures that students and fellows can take to
familiarize themselves with social conventions and to appreciate the challenges that confront any scholar who is
working in a foreign country, while the second section provides information about the policies AIIS has developed
to provide redress for those who experience sexual harassment and assault. The manual was sent to all AIIS trustees
and South Asia Centers, was posted on the HAsia web site, and is available on the AIIS web site
www.indiastudies.org. It will be provided to all AIIS fellows and language students and to all the U.S. study abroad
programs which it assists. The AIIS AntiSexual Harassment Policy is an endeavor to implement the provisions of
India’s Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 2013.
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Skeleton dancers from Hemis Monastery surrounding a clay effigy Photo credit Rohit Singh
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