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D e a r  f r i e n D s  o f  a i i s ,
My experience with the American Institute of Indian Studies began  
when I was a student in its wonderful Hindi Language Program in  
1979, a year-long adventure that in many ways set the course for my 
academic career, even as it introduced me and my family to the delights  
and challenges of everyday life in India. The Institute’s dedicated  
staff helped us in innumerable ways, and I immediately noticed 
two features of their service to me and to other scholars: their 
combination of remarkable efficiency and professionalism  
with a warmth and friendliness that created a home-like and 
welcoming environment. This blend of pragmatic know-how  
and “heart” (or dil, that key word in Hindi) has facilitated the  
cross-cultural journeys and research of thousands of educators, 
artists, scientists, and policymakers for five decades and has 
helped shape the understanding of India throughout the world.  
It has inspired me to want to contribute my time—as a Trustee,  
Language Committee member and later Chair, and now as President— 
to help advance the Institute’s work.

As AIIS enters its second half-century, we find special opportunities  
and challenges. India’s rising prominence is creating a great need for  
a deeper understanding of its people and culture, economy and society,  
and languages and literatures. Exciting and innovative research is  
emerging from scholars with an impressive breadth of interdisciplinary 
training, and skilled performers are working to revitalize traditional  
Indian arts and carry them to new international audiences. Yet the  
vagaries of government appropriations and the effect of inflation on a  
small endowment restrict the Institute’s capacity to support the growing 
demand for high-quality research, language training, arts fellowships,  
and the maintenance and enhancement of archives that preserve and 
document aspects of India’s heritage.

In the pages that follow, you will hear from a few of the other people  
for whom AIIS has made a world of difference, and learn of the  
Institute’s need for philanthropic support as we look forward to our  
50th anniversary in 2012. I invite you to join me and the AIIS family in 
setting out on a new scholarly and creative journey, to provide services  
that are more necessary than ever, and to provide them in the best  
possible way: dil se (“with heart”).

Sincerely,

Philip Lutgendorf 
President 
Professor of Hindi and Modern Indian Studies, University of Iowa
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f i ft y  y e a r s  o f  f o C u s  o n  i n D i a
The American Institute of Indian Studies

The American Institute of Indian Studies began in 1961 as a small academic 
consortium organized by a dozen colleges and universities. Its sole initial 
purpose was to enhance American 
academic understanding of India through 
research funding, and to promote the 
study of India at American colleges and 
universities. 

Today, with more than 60 member 
institutions, AIIS serves both the  
academy and the public, promoting  
in-depth understanding of India through 
language training programs, research  
and performing arts fellowships, and  
two world-class cultural archives. 

Each year, the Institute funds some 30 Junior, Senior and Performing and 
Creative Arts Fellows, and trains nearly 200 language students. It also 
provides support for India-based study abroad programs sponsored by 
colleges and universities throughout the United States. 

Former AIIS Fellows hold distinguished teaching positions at leading 
American colleges and universities. Performing and Creative Arts Fellows 
return to the U.S. to teach and perform, helping to sustain traditional Indian 
art forms and to introduce them to new audiences. To date, the research of 
some 4,000 AIIS Fellows is reflected in literally thousands of books and 
articles that present the diverse facets of India to an international audience.

The AIIS administrative office in Chicago works in close coordination  
with an Indian staff headquartered in New Delhi and suburban Gurgaon  
to provide extensive services to American students and researchers from 
every part of the U.S.

“ AIIS is critical to American scholarship  
on India.”

	 	 	 	 BarBara	D. 	Metcalf
	 	 	 	 DepartMent	of	History
	 	 	 	 University	of	MicHigan	
	 	 	 	 presiDent,	aMerican	Historical	association
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The AIIS Regional Center at Pune, one  
of three regional centers supported by  
the Institute in India.



D i v e r s i t y  i n  s C h o l a r s h i p  a n D  l e a r n i n g

The American Institute of Indian Studies promotes informed  
understanding of India in the West through its primary activities:

the research fellowship program
AIIS provides funding for graduate students conducting research for  
their doctoral dissertations (Junior Fellows), and post-doctoral scholars  
(Senior Fellows) conducting both long- and short-term research projects. 
Support is also available for accomplished artists with projects in India 
(Performing and Creative Arts Fellows). It is the only organization of its 
kind to support Indian PhD students at American universities who return  
to India for dissertation research.

Today, the Institute funds scholarship in an ever broader range of humanities 
and social science fields, from anthropology, cultural studies, and economics, 
to urban planning and women’s studies. Fellowships are awarded through 
a highly-competitive review by a committee of distinguished scholars, 
but the number of superb proposals far exceeds available research funds. 
Accordingly, AIIS seeks additional support to expand research opportunities  
in India.
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“ Without AIIS, most scholars would have no 
means at all to do sustained, intensive and 
repeated research on the subcontinent.”

	 	 	 	 anUpaMa	rao
	 	 	 	 DepartMent	of	History	
	 	 	 	 colUMBia	University
	 	 	 	 ai is	fellow

“ I feel that the creative  
and performing arts are  
the most accessible  
forms of communication  
between cultures.” 

	 Max	ZBiral-teller,	a.k.a.	Max	Z
	 “tHe	JiMMy	HenDrix	of	tHe	HaMMereD	DUlciMer”
	 forMer	aiis	creative	anD	perforMing	arts	fellow



the language program 
AIIS offers summer (10 week), fall semester and academic year-long 
instruction in as many as 16 modern and classical South Asian languages.  

Its programs include training in the 
subcontinent’s “least commonly taught 
languages” as well as the four languages  
(Bangla, Hindi, Punjabi, and Urdu) now 
identified as “critical languages” by the  
U.S. government.

To facilitate immersion learning, students live  
in the area of India where the language they 
are studying is spoken. For example, Bangla 
(Bengali) is taught at the AIIS center in Kolkata, 
Marathi is taught in Pune, Urdu in Lucknow  
and Hindi in Jaipur. Other languages regularly 
taught by AIIS include Gujarati, Malayalam,  
Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, and Telugu, and special 

arrangements have been made for Kannada, Kashmiri, Mughal Persian, 
Oriya, Sindhi and Tibetan. In each AIIS program, intensive classroom 
instruction is supplemented by field trips, guest lectures, and cultural events. 
Many language students go on to become research fellows, or to careers in 
government, NGOs, or the private sector.

“ This Bangla language program has been the 
best, most effective and most intense language 
program that I have ever experienced. When 
I arrived I spoke very rudimentary Bangla, 
and my vocabulary was quite limited. Over the 
summer, my ability to speak and understand has 
grown incredibly, thanks to the dedication and 
persistence of all the Bangla teachers … [who] 
were so patient, dedicated and focused on helping 
us in the way that best suited our needs. Thank 
you, Bangla teachers!”

	 	 	 	 froM	a	stUDent’s	final	evalUation,	 	
	 	 	 	 sUMMer	Bangla	prograM,	KolKata,	2009
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Sanskrit teachers with students from 
the Language Program in Pune.
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AIIS facilitates International Learning Programs in India 
for teachers and students at U.S. universities.



“ At the end of a two-month study abroad program  
to Rajasthan, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh … one 
of the theater students and a student studying voice 
are planning to put together a series of theatrical 
vignettes and songs based on their interviews with 
dalits. At least three students plan to incorporate 
India into their senior capstone topics.”

	 	 	 	 sally	steinDorf
	 	 	 	 DepartMent	of	sociology	&	antHropology
	 	 	 	 principia	college

the international learning program 
AIIS, formally recognized as an educational institution by the Government 
of India, annually provides information, guidance, facilities, and visa 
recommendations for more than 20 study-abroad programs, as well as for 
academic and professional groups planning focused study tours in India.  
An expanding aspect of the Institute’s mission, this program draws on its 
skilled staff and unique infrastructure to forge new relationships between  
the two nations. 

6

AIIS Fellow and archaeologist Brad Chase, examines the bones of a nilgai (a type of large  
Indian antelope) with Abha Tripathi, a PhD candidate at Maharaja Sayajirao University  
at Baroda, India. Chase completed his dissertation research with AIIS support in 2004.  
He now teaches at Albion College.



the research Centers
AIIS headquarters in Gurgaon houses the most extensive archival resources 
in India for individuals and governments conducting research on and 
seeking repositories for architectural, artistic and ethnomusicological 
documentation. Both the Center for Art & Archaeology and the Archives and 
Research Centre for Ethnomusicology (ARCE) serve a worldwide audience. 

They also serve India. After the devastating 2001 earthquake in Kutch,  
the government of Gujarat turned to the Center for Art & Archaeology to  
find photographs and architectural plans for damaged sites. AIIS was the  
only resource for the restoration of monuments that would otherwise have 
been lost.

Likewise, the Archives and Research Center for 
Ethnomusicology preserves and makes available  
in high-quality digital format audiovisual  
recordings of the vast spectrum of South Asian  
musical, dance and theatrical performance  
traditions. Each year, the archive receives and  
catalogs extensive new deposits from scholars and 
performers, including documentation of many rare  
and disappearing art forms.
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“ ARCE is simply the best archive in the world  
for Indian music and oral performance. It  
has been a leader in world-class archiving of  
A/V collections throughout Asia and Africa and  
has been instrumental in preserving India’s,  
musical heritage.”

	 	 	 	 Daniel	neUMan
	 	 	 	 DepartMent	of	etHnoMUsicology
	 	 	 	 Ucla

Musician playing a traditional  
one-stringed instrument, the ektara.



“ AIIS was instrumental in my securing  
visa extensions; in registering with the  
Foreigner’s Registration Office (in  
Rajasthan), which, as any traveler in  
India knows, is no simple task; in  
establishing an institutional affiliation  
with a local university; and in locating  
scholars in the subcontinent who had  
similar research interests. Honestly,  
the list goes on and on.”

	 	 	 antoinette	De	napoli
	 	 	 soUtH	asian	religions	
	 	 	 University	of	wyoMing

	 	 	 ai is	fellow

Antoinette de Napoli conducts research with female  
ascetics in Rajasthan.
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the aiis book prizes 
AIIS, in affiliation with a major academic press, supports publication of 
groundbreaking research in the humanities and social sciences through two 
annual competitions for the best new book manuscripts. Past prize-winning 
titles include Karline McLain’s India’s Immortal Comic Books: Gods, Kings, 
and Other Heroes, Michael Youngblood’s Cultivating Communities: Identity, 
Ambiguity and the Construction of Common Interest in a Contemporary Indian 
Social Movement, Deborah Hutton’s Art of the Court of Bijapur, and Sondra 
Hausner’s Wandering in Place: Body, Space, and Time for Hindu Renouncers.

outreach
In addition to its ongoing research and training programs, the Institute 
regularly sponsors lectures, exhibitions and workshops. Of particular note 
is the AIIS-India International Centre Lecture Series, which provides 
opportunities for Fellows to present their research in New Delhi. In 2010, 
an AIIS-sponsored international conference on “Ashoka and the Making of 
Modern India” convened in New Delhi, accompanied by an exhibition that 
later toured several museums in India.

In the U.S., returning AIIS research and performing arts fellows regularly 
share their knowledge and skills through teaching as well as through 
publications, lectures, interviews, museum exhibitions, and performances.
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a n  e s s e n t i a l  C o M p o n e n t
AIIS in India

AIIS provides logistical support to Fellows, language students, members  
of its academic consortium, and to other scholars working in India. Its 
permanent staff of more than 50, based at the New Delhi office and at  
several regional centers, strives to provide the highest levels of 
accommodation and service to visitors.

The Director General’s office in Defence Colony, New Delhi, provides 
administrative oversight, practical guidance and logistical advice, and  
academic affiliations. The nearby guesthouse offers affordable hospitality  
in a convenient location, and has long served as a convivial meeting place  
for scholars. 

A reconstruction of the New Delhi administrative headquarters is in the 
planning stages, as well as a new guesthouse.
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“ We are prepared to invest in the welfare of our 
students and Fellows, staying in constant touch  
and remaining available to respond to any  
concerns. We are here to serve the needs of  
American scholars.”

	 	 	 	 	 pUrniMa	MeHta
	 	 	 	 	 ai is	Director	general

The courtyard of the Principal  
Office in Gurgaon



i n to  t h e  f u t u r e
The Next 50 Years of the American Institute of Indian Studies

AIIS has maintained a high level of programming for five decades, thanks 
primarily to its success in competing for annual grants from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the Department of Education and other  
U.S. government agencies. The government of India has also frequently 
supported the work of AIIS, and in recognition of its achievements, the U.S. 
Department of State, through the Council of American Overseas Research 
Centers (CAORC) has provided the Institute with generous funding.

In addition, the seeds of an endowment have been left by a few visionary 
donors. For example, the late Charles Blitzer of the Smithsonian Institution, 
a friend of India, left a legacy of $3,000,000 to AIIS because he had seen  
first-hand the value of the Institute’s work.

Even as we celebrate a half-century of AIIS activity and the achievements that 
such regular support and generosity have helped make possible, the Institute 
must look ahead and seek substantial additional gifts in order to ensure that 
its current programs and infrastructure are able to support the burgeoning 
crop of India-focused scholars in this century.
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An AIIS-sponsored conference on construction of the  
New Delhi Metro, which will extend public transportation  
to Gurgaon.



To sustain the high quality of AIIS programs and 

to ensure its growth, the Institute seeks $6,000,000 

in new philanthropic support.

f u n D r a i s i n g  g oa l    $6,000,000

5 Endowed Research    $2,000,000  
Fellowships for Non-U.S. Citizens

2 Endowed Research Fellowships  $1,000,000  
for Performing and Creative Arts

3 Endowed Fellowships for Least   $500,000 
Commonly Taught Languages

Endowed Support for the Research  $2,000,000  
Centers in Gurgaon

Expendable Support for Research,   $500,000 
Programs and Current Operations
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g oa l  1   $2,000,000
5 endowed research fellowships for non-u.s. Citizens

U.S. government support for AIIS fluctuates from year to year and is generally 
restricted by law to American citizens. However, AIIS has regularly drawn on 
its modest endowment to additionally encourage the research of excellent 
foreign scholars studying or teaching in this country—a practice that is now 
threatened by lower interest rates and rising inflation in India. 

Hence, a major priority of our new 
fundraising initiative is to endow research 
fellowships, particularly for Indian citizens 
studying in the U.S. who do not have  
access to federal grant monies. Such  
scholars represent a substantial percentage  
of the highest-ranked applicants in our 
annual fellowship competition, and their 
brilliant and innovative research programs 
deserve support. Most have no other source  
of funding, apart from AIIS, to which they can turn.

g oa l  2   $1,000,000
2 endowed fellowships for performing and Creative arts

The past 50 years have seen an explosion of interest in the West in India’s 
vibrant performing arts—music, dance and theatre—and in the plastic arts 
and literature. Recognizing that superior skill in such arts can “teach” and 
transmit culture as effectively as conventional academic research, AIIS has 
given pioneering support to highly qualified performing and creative artists 
seeking advanced-level training in India. Most are gifted and experienced 
artists who have already devoted years of study to such traditions as Kathak, 
Bharata Natyam, or Hindustani or Carnatic music. They approach us with 
clear and achievable goals for a period of fellowship support—often involving 
the documentation and dissemination of rare art forms—and most return 
from AIIS fellowships to perform and teach in this country, exposing new 
audiences to the glorious arts of India. These unique fellowships, too, are 
drawn entirely from our endowment and hence are extremely limited in 
number, and each year we turn down many impressive applicants. We seek 
donors to support the expansion of this vital program.
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g oa l  3   $500,000
3 endowed fellowships for least Commonly-taught languages

The Institute has always recognized the crucial need for language expertise 
in order to support sophisticated research and facilitate Indo-U.S. 
understanding. Its language training programs in India, now more than 
four decades old, are widely recognized for their pedagogical excellence and 
success in achieving communicative proficiency.

Interest in Indian language training is growing in the U.S., and four 
federally-designated “critical languages” (Bangla, Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu) 
now receive modest government support, often in the form of scholarships 
that send students to AIIS summer and academic-year programs. However, 
AIIS has also encouraged the study of other languages that remain little 
known outside India despite centuries of literary achievement and numbers 
of speakers that may exceed those of European tongues. 

Hence, although we welcome support for any of our language training 
programs, we especially encourage the endowment of fellowships for the 
study of Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Sindhi, Tamil or 
Telugu, as well as for our superb Pune-based programs in Sanskrit, Pali, 
and Prakrit (“classical” languages ineligible for Department of Education 
scholarship aid). Because AIIS language programs are economically run, 
even a small gift or endowment can significantly advance the study of this 
irreplaceable key to the Indian regional heritage. 
	

g oa l  4    $2,000,000
endowed support for the research Centers

During the 1970s and ’80s, two massive research 
projects conducted by AIIS Fellows with support 
from the Smithsonian Institution and the Ford 
Foundation resulted in unique archives, one 
devoted to visual art and architecture and the 
other to music and performance. Each soon grew 
beyond the projects that had created them, as other 
researchers deposited field notes, photographs 
and audiovisual recordings, and the Institute 
designed its home campus in Gurgaon to insure 
their permanent preservation to world-class 
museum standards, while making them fully accessible to researchers.
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Today, the Center for Art & Archaeology houses more than 150,000 
photographs, architectural drawings and site plans focusing on India’s  
built heritage. The Archives and Research Centre for Ethnomusicology 
preserves and digitizes thousands of performances, while conducting 
outreach workshops on archival preservation for museums throughout Asia 
and Africa. Both are open daily to visitors, and provide invaluable resources 
to many Indian as well as foreign researchers, who prize their orderly 
cataloging and free and open access. Like the rest of Gurgaon, they will soon 
be accessible by commuter rail service from New Delhi.

The cost of running these centers is met through occasional grants and 
commissioned projects from the Indian national and state governments, 
and through the small AIIS endowment. We seek additional support—that 
might include naming opportunities—to insure the maintenance and further 
expansion of these irreplaceable cultural archives.

g oa l  5   $500,000
expendable support for research, programs and Current operations

Although the Institute’s extensive Indian operations are run with great 
economy, inflation threatens the infrastructure that enables us to give 
unparalleled support to researchers, creative artists, and students. They  
will be accessible by commuter rail service from New Delhi when the train 
line to Gurgaon is extended.
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Thousands of conversations— 
Bengalis call them adda—have 
taken place on the verandah of  
the AIIS guest house in Kolkata. 
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Ways  to  g i v e

n  Gifts to the fundraising initiative of AIIS can be made in various  
forms, including outright gifts, pledges and testamentary or  
life-income arrangements.

n  Pledges generally will be paid within a five-year period, although  
other arrangements may be made in exceptional circumstances.

n  Gifts may be made with cash, appreciated securities, real estate  
or other marketable property, life insurance policies, and other assets.

n  Many individuals will choose to support AIIS through bequest  
provisions in their wills, perhaps combining such a deferred  
commitment with an outright pledge.

n  Gifts-in-kind of equipment, computer software, library  
materials and other items that meet specific, identified  
needs are gratefully received.

C o n taC t

in the united states:
The American Institute of Indian Studies
1130 East 59th St.
Chicago, Illinois 60637
brigitte.treumann@aiis.org.in
(773) 702-8638
www.indiastudies.org

in india:
AIIS Director General’s Office
D-31, Defence Colony
New Delhi-110 024
91-11-2469 8930, 91-11-4155 1562
purnima.mehta@aiis.org.in
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t h e  a i i s  M e M b e r s h i p

Despite widespread cutbacks in programs at American universities,  
membership in the American Institute of Indian Studies continues to  
grow. This fact underscores the importance of the organization, and the 
tangible needs it fills in U.S. education. Today more than 60 institutions  
are members of AIIS.
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American University

Amherst College

Arizona State University

Boston University

Brown University

Carleton College

Colby College

Colgate University

College of Charleston

Columbia University

Cornell University 

Dartmouth College

Emory University

Harvard University

Independent Scholars  
  of South Asia (ISOSA)

Indiana University

Kansas State University

Loyola Marymount 
  University

Michigan State University

Middlebury College

New School University

New York University

North Carolina 
Consortium for  
South Asian Studies:

Duke University

North Carolina  
State University

University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill

Northern Arizona 
  University

Oberlin College

Ohio State University

Pennsylvania State 
  University

Princeton University

Rutgers University

Stanford University

SUNY, Stony Brook

Syracuse University

Temple University

Texas A & M University

University of California, 
  Berkeley

University of California, 
  Irvine

University of California,  
  Los Angeles

University of California,  
  Santa Barbara

University of California,  
  Santa Cruz

University of Chicago

University of Colorado

University of Dayton

University of Florida

University of Hawaii

University of Illinois

University of Iowa

University of Michigan

University of Minnesota

University of Missouri

University of Nebraska

University of Oregon

University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh

University of Texas

University of Utah

University of Virginia

University of Washington

University of Wisconsin

Virginia Polytechnic  
  Institute

Washington University  
  St. Louis

Wellesley College

Wesleyan University

Yale University
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